
ORDINANCE 12-015 

AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO THE MANUFACTURING AND TRAFFICKING IN ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES WITHIN THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN, AND PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF 
SUCH ACTIVITIES, THE LICENSING OF PERSONS OR ENTITIES ENGAGING IN SUCH 
MANUFACTURING OR TRAFFICKING, THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THIS 
ORDINANCE, AND THE REPEAL OF ORDINANCES 00-34, 08-010 AND 09-015. 

WHEREAS, the City of Georgetown has adopted Ordinances 00-34, 08-010 and 09-015 
pertaining to the traffic in alcoholic beverages pursuant to the authority of KRS 242.185(6) 
("Limited Restaurant") and a local option election which became effective November 9, 2000; 

WHEREAS, on July 31, 2012, a local option election was held pursuant to KRS 242.050, 
as a result of which election, effective August 2, 2012, expanded activities in the manufacture 
and traffic in alcoholic beverages will be permitted under the provisions of KRS Chapters 241-
244; 

WHEREAS, expanded sales and activities as approved in the recent local option election 
can create increased risks to the health, safety and welfare of the general public and to 
children and minors, in particular, unless appropriate regulation is adopted and enforced; 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it prudent and appropriate to provide by ordinance 
for the licensing and regulation of all manufacturing and trafficking in alcoholic beverages, 
including the expanded activities authorized by the July 31, 2012 local option election, to 
provide additional protections by regulation for the benefit of the health, safety and welfare of 
the general public and of children and minors, in particular, and to provide for enforcement of 
the Ordinance as hereinafter set out; 

WHEREAS, the City Council, in the enactment of this Ordinance intends that the 
enacted ordinance allowing expanded sales protect and benefit the community by: 

Promoting economic health within the community; 

Causing the revenue stream created by expanded sales and activities to have the 
maximum impact on the economic health of the City of Georgetown and its business owners 
and citizens; 

Providing expanded entertainment and cultural venues for local citizens and creating 
increased tourism traffic and activities; 

Envisioning additions to our existing historic downtown district by the addition of small 
wine shops, food sales, bakeries, restaurants and cafes; 

Protecting our citizens and the character of our neighborhoods, as well as the entire 
community, from the extremes that may be associated with alcoholic beverage enterprises; 
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Recognizing that dollars spent with local businesses have an expanded multiplying effect 
on the revenue stream ofthe community; and, 

Realizing that any and all types of alcohol sales venues may not, without proper 
regulation, be in the best interests of our citizens, their homes or businesses and that alcoholic 
sales venues must be regulated; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN: 

ARTICLE I. GENERAL 

Sec. 1.1. Title: This Ordinance shall be known as the "Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Ordinance" of the City of Georgetown, Kentucky ["City"]. 

Sec. 1.2. Purpose: The purpose of this chapter is to establish uniform regulations and 
requirements for the licensing and regulation of alcoholic beverage manufacture and sales 
pursuant to authorization of KRS Chapters 241 through 244. 

Sec. 1.3. Definitions: The definitions of the words used throughout this Ordinance, unless 
the context requires otherwise, shall have the same meaning as those set out in the Kentucky 
Alcoholic Beverage Control law (KRS Chapters 241, 242, 243 and 244) of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky and all amendments and supplements thereto. 

Sec. 1.4. Scope: This Ordinance shall be construed to apply to the manufacture and traffic 
in both malt beverages and distilled spirits and wine where the context permits such 
application. Nothing in this Ordinance shall excuse or relieve the licensee, or the owner, 
proprietor, employee, agent or person in charge of any licensed premises where alcoholic 
beverages are sold from the restrictions, requirements and penalties of any other ordinance or 
ordinances of the City or of any statutes of the state relating to violations pertaining to 
alcoholic beverages. 

Sec. 1.5. The provisions of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky (KRS Chapters 241, 242, 243 and 244) and all amendments and supplements thereto, 
are adopted so far as applicable to this Ordinance except as otherwise lawfully provided herein. 

ARTICLE II. LICENSES; LICENSE FEES; REGULATORY LICENSE FEE; EXPIRATION OF LICENSE 

Sec. 2.1. For the privilege of causing, permitting and engaging in the actions, business, 
and transactions authorized thereby in regard to traffic in alcoholic beverages in the City and 
pursuant to the authority of KRS 243.070, there is hereby established a corresponding city 
license for each of the state licenses described in KRS 243.070. The fee for each city license shall 
be as set out in the following schedule. In the event KRS 243.070 shall hereafter be amended to 
authorize additional city licenses, the fee for each city license shall be the maximum fee 
provided in the statute as amended. 
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Sec. 2.1.1. DISTILLED SPIRITS AND WINE LICENSE FEES. The following distilled spirits and 
wine licenses may be issued by the City, the fees for which shall be: 

(1) Distiller's license, per annum .................................................... $ 500.00 
(2) Rectifier's license, per annum ................................................... 3,000.00 
(3) Blender's license, per annum ................................................... 3,000.00 
(4) Wholesaler's license, per annum .............................................. 3,000.00 
(5) Retail package license, per annum........................................... 600.00 
(6) Retail drink, motel drink, airport drink, restaurant drink or 

supplemental bar license, per annum..................................... 600.00 
(7) Special temporary liquor license, per event ............................ 100.00 

(8) Restaurant wine license, per annum: 
(a) New applicants. . . ..................................................... 600.00 
(b) Renewals ................................................................ 400.00 

(9) Special Sunday sale retail drink license, per annum . . . .......... 300.00 
(10) Special temporary wine license, per event. . . ........................ 50.00 
(11) Special temporary auction license, per event. . . ..................... 200.00 
(12) Nonresident special agent or solicitor's license, per annum. . 40.00 
(13) Bottling house or wine storage license, per annum ............. 1,000.00 
(14) Souvenir retail liquor license, per annum ............................. 1,000.00 

Sec. 2.1.2. MALT BEVERAGE LICENSE FEES The following kinds of malt beverage licenses 
may be issued by the City, the fees for which shall be: 

(1) Brewer's license, per annum ................................................. $ 500.00 
(2) Microbrewery license, per annum. . . ...................................... 500.00 
(3) Distributor's license, per annum ........................................... 400.00 

(4) Retailer's license, per annum . . . ............................................. 200.00 
(5) Special temporary license, per event..................................... 25.00 
(6) Brew-on-premises license, per annum . . . .............................. 100.00 

Sec. 2.1.3. RESTAURANT DRINK LICENSE. 

(a) The City Council hereby determines, acknowledges and declares that an economic 
hardship exists within the City of Georgetown; that the sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink 
could aid economic growth; and, that there is a need for restaurant drink licenses to be issued 
pursuant to KRS 242.185 (1)-(5). 

(b) A retail drink licensee must be a bona fide restaurant open to the general public 
having dining facilities for not less than one hundred (100) persons; or, a hotel, motel or inn 
containing not less than fifty (50) sleeping units and having dining facilities for not less than one 
hundred (100) persons; and, 
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(c) The gross receipts of the restaurant or the dining facility from the sale of food for 
consumption on the premises is reasonably estimated to be not less than fifty percent (50%) of 
the total food and beverage receipts of such restaurant or dining facility for the license period. 

Sec. 2.1.4 OTHER LICENSE FEES The following kinds of other licenses may be issued by the City, 
the fees for which shall be: 
(1) Convention center or convention hotel 

complex license, per annum ............................................... $2,000.00 
(2) Extended hours supplemental license, per annum ............... 2,000.00 
(3) Horse race track license, per annum ..................................... 2,000.00 
(4) Caterer's license, per annum . . . ............................................. 800.00 
(5) Riverboat license, per annum ............................................... 1,200.00 
(6) Automobile race track license, per annum ........................... 2,000.00 
(7) Limited restaurant license or limited golf course license, 

per annum (includes distilled spirits, wine, and malt 
beverages) new applicants. . . .................................................. 800.00 

(8) Special private club license, per annum .................................. 300.00 

Sec. 2.2. CERTAIN SPECIAL LICENSES DEFINED 

(1) TEMPORARY LICENSES. A special temporary distilled spirits and wine license or a 
special temporary wine license may be issued only as set out in KRS. 243.260. This license shall 
authorize the licensee to exercise the privileges of the license at designated premises for a 
specified and limited time, not to exceed thirty (30) days. In the case of a nonprofit 
organization holding a retail malt beverage license, such organization may be issued a distilled 
spirits and wine special temporary license or a special temporary wine license to sell distilled 
spirits and wine by the drink on the licensed premises, in conjunction with any public or 
private event, for a specified and limited time, not to exceed ten (10) days. A malt beverage 
temporary license maybe issued only as set out in KRS 243.290 and is subject to all conditions 
and regulations provided at the issuance of the license. 

(2) PRIVATE CLUB LICENSE. A special private club license may be issued only as authorized 
in KRS 243.270 to a nonprofit social, fraternal, military, or political organization or club, which 
for more than one (1) year prior to the date of application has maintained and operated a club 
room or rooms from which the general public is excluded. The privileges of the license shall be 
exercised only on premises where the general public is excluded. 

{3} SPECIAL LICENSE REQUIRED FOR SUNDAY SALES. No retail drink licensee shall offer 
alcoholic beverages for sale on Sunday unless the licensee shall have obtained a special license 
for Sunday sales. 

All restrictions and prohibitions applying to retail drink, distilled spirits, wine and malt 
beverage licenses shall apply to the special licenses, unless otherwise provided by law. 
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Sec. 2.3. EXPIRATION OF LICENSE; PRORATION OF FEES. All city licenses, except temporary 
licenses, shall begin on June 1 of any year and shall expire on May 31 of the following year. Any 
licenses issued after December 31 of any year shall be assessed a fee which is based on the pro 
rata portion of the remainder of the license period; however, the cost of any license shall not 
be less than one-half (1/2) the amount of the full fee for an annual license of that type. 

Sec. 2.4. PAYMENT OF LICENSE FEES; DELINQUENCY. No licensee shall enter into or begin 
operating any business for which a license is required by this Ordinance until the license fee has 
been paid in full. The fee for renewal of any license shall be paid with the renewal application. 
Failure to pay any license fee within ten (10) days after it becomes due shall result in a penalty 
equal to ten percent (10%) of the license fee. Any licensee failing to pay the fees, including 
penalties, within ten (10) days after such fees are due may be subject to revocation of the 
license and to other penalties as provided in Article XI of this Ordinance. 

Sec. 2.5. REFUND OF FEES. 

Sec. 2.5.1. Should any licensee under this chapter be prohibited from conducting the 
licensed business for the full period covered by the license because of any changes that may 
hereafter be made in the laws of the commonwealth with reference to alcoholic beverages or 
other cause outside licensee's control, then the city shall refund to licensee the proportionate 
part of the license fee for the period during which licensee is prevented from carrying on said 
business if the licensee provides sufficient proof to the Administrator that such period of 
inactivity was not the fault of the licensee or the result of a revocation, suspension or other 
wrongdoing by licensee, or an agent or employee of the licensee. 

Sec. 2.5.2. In the event a violation of this chapter occurs that results in the suspension or 
revocation of the license, the City shall not be required to refund any portion of the license fee. 

Sec. 2.6. REGULATORY LICENSE FEE. 

Sec. 2.6.1. Pursuant to KRS 243.075 and KRS 242.185(5), there is hereby imposed a regulatory 
license fee on the gross receipts of sale of alcoholic beverages of each license issued by the 
Administrator. The regulatory license fee shall be five percent (5%) of gross sales of all alcoholic 
beverages sold by the drink. In the case of retail sales of package distilled spirits and wine, the 
regulatory license fee shall be seven percent (7%) of gross sales. The regulatory license fee shall 
be seven percent (7%) on gross retail sales of package malt beverages. Thereafter, the City 
Council shall adopt at the budget adoption for each subsequent fiscal year, such annual rate for 
the regulatory license fee as shall be reasonably estimated to ensure full reimbursement to the 
City for the cost of any additional policing, regulatory, or administrative expense related to the 
sale of alcoholic beverages in the City. Should the City fail to address the regulatory license fee 
in any budget, then the regulatory license fee shall remain at the level at which it was last fixed 
until such time as the City Council shall adjust the fee. 

Sec. 2.6.2. Payment of such regulatory fee shall be remitted to the Administrator, and shall 
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be held in a separate account maintained for the purpose of fully reimbursing the City for the 
estimated cost of any additional policing, regulatory or administrative expense related to the 
sale of alcoholic beverages in the City. The regulatory license fee shall be in addition to any 
other taxes, fees or licenses permitted by law, except that a credit against a regulatory license 
fee in the City shall be allowed in an amount equal to any license fee imposed by the City 
pursuant to KRS 243.070. Payment of the regulatory license fee shall accompany the license fee 
return approved for such use by the City Council. The return and payment are due no later than 
by the end of the month immediately following each calendar quarter. 

Sec. 2.6.3. Failure to pay such quarterly remittance within ten (10) days of the due date 
constitutes a violation and will subject licensee to suspension or revocation. 

Sec. 2.6.4. Penalty for failure to file a return and pay quarterly remittance by the due date is 
five percent (5%) of the tax for each ninety (90) days or fraction thereof. The total late filing 
penalty shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the fee; provided, however, that in no 
case shall the penalty be less than ten dollars ($10.00). 

Sec. 2.6.5. 
payments. 

Interest at the rate of eight percent (8%) per annum will apply to any late 

ARTICLE Ill. CITY ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL ADMINISTRATOR 

Sec.3.1.1. The duties of the City Alcoholic Beverage Control Administrator [the "Administrator"] 
are assigned to the City Clerk-Treasurer. 

Sec. 3.1.2. The functions of the Administrator shall be the same with respect to the City licenses 
and regulations as the functions ofthe Alcoholic Beverage Control Board ofthe Commonwealth 
of Kentucky ["ABC Board"] with respect to state licenses and regulations, except that no 
amendment to these regulations proposed by the Administrator may be less stringent than the 
statutes relating to Alcoholic Beverage Control, or than regulations of the ABC Board. No 
regulation of the Administrator shall become effective until the City Council has first 
appropriately approved it. 

Sec. 3.1.3. No person shall be an Administrator, an Investigator or an employee of the City 
under the supervision of the Administrator, who would be disqualified to be a member of the 
ABC Board under KRS 241.100. 

Sec. 3.1.4. The Administrator shall have all authority as authorized under Chapters 241 
through 244 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes. The Administrator, and any Administrator's 
investigators, may inspect any premises where alcoholic beverages are manufactured, sold, 
stored or otherwise trafficked in, without first obtaining a search warrant. 

Sec. 3.1.5. Should the Administrator at any time have reasonable grounds to believe that 
any applicant, licensee, employee of a licensee, or any stockholder, agent or employee of a 
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